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It was concluded not to sell, and I so informed Webb.

Letters from Admiral Goldsborough inform the Depart-
ment that the Swatara left Nice on the 8th of January with
Surratt on board. She may arrive at any time, but cannot
reach Washington at present, the Potomac being closed by
ice for forty miles below. Baltimore and Annapolis Harbors
are also closed. It is urged by Seward and Stanton that the
Swatara remain at Hampton Roads with Surratt on board
until further orders or till the ice disappears from the river.

The House of Representatives has passed an act direct-
ing the Secretary of the Navy to receive the Idaho at
$550,000. We have offered her to Forbes, the contractor,
for $275,000. We could not get for her $150,000. Forbes
sought this contract; said he could make a better and faster
vessel than any in the Navy and in less time; guaranteed
fifteen-knot speed; was to have delivered the vessel in about
a year; was to have but $300,000 until completed. The
vessel was not completed to time, cannot make over eight
or ten knots; Congress long ago ordered $250,000 to be
paid in addition to the $300,000 which had been paid. The
whole is a failure, and Congress now steps in to relieve
the contractor from the liabilities of his folly, error, and
imprudence.

January 26, Saturday. Congress does not make much
progress in the schemes of Reconstruction and impeach-
ment. The Radical portion of the Republicans are as keen
as ever and will continue to be so, especially on impeach-
ment, but the considerate hesitate. It is a party scheme
for party purposes, not for any criminal or wrong act of the
President.

On Reconstruction, as it is called, there are differences
and doubts and darkness. None of the Radicals have any
clear conception or perception of what they want, except
power and place. No well-defined policy has been indicated
by any of them. Stevens wants a stronger government
than the old Union.